
 

 

Water Cycle Orienteering Challenge 
 

• Below are all the different stages in the water cycle.  
• You have to look at all the other stages and put them in order.  
• Put a 1 next to the 1st stage in the cycle. 
• Now run to the control point and look at the control marker number (1st,2nd,3rd or 4th 

number). If it is a number 1, you were correct. 
• Now decide which stage is the 2nd stage in the cycle. Put a number 2 next to this. 
• Now run to the control point and check with the control marker number. If it is a 2, 

you were correct.   
• Carry on until you have numbered all the stages in the correct order. 

 

Stages 

Number the 
events in order 
– 1,2,3 etc. 

Control 
point 

Check with the 
number on the 
control marker 

The sun warms water up and turns it 
into a gas – water vapour. 

 
 

 
9 

2nd Number 

 

Water flows down rivers into lakes 
and seas, and the cycle begins again. 

 
 

 
8 

4th Number 

 

Water vapour cools down and turns 
back into a liquid. 

 
 

 
1 

2nd Number 

 

Soils absorb the water and streams 
and rivers drain the water from the 
land. 

 
 

 
3 

1st Number 

 

The liquid water falls back to earth as 
rain, hail, snow or sleet. 

 
 

 
14 

4th Number 

 

Water vapour rises up and collects in 
the sky as clouds. 

 
 

 
11 

1st Number 

 


